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Army Alimony and Child
Support Rules

Separating from your spouse can be a very stressful and complicated time,
especially for military families who are living abroad. This newsletter addresses
one of the many factors that you will have to consider when you separate. Let’s
take a look at how a family can qualify for monetary support from the Soldier,
once they leave military housing.

What is AR 608-99? Army Regulation (AR) 608-99, spells out when a
Soldier is required to provide financial support to family members.
Absent a court order, separation agreement, or oral agreement between
the spouses, AR 608-99 directs the Soldier to make family support
payments based on BAH-II at the “with dependents” rate.

What is BAH-1I? BAH-II is basic housing allowance that is based on the
average housing price for the entire United States and the Soldier’s
rank. BAH-II differs from the housing allowance that most military
families are familiar with, which is based on the |ocal cost of living.

NOTE: If the Soldier is already providing alimony to a former spouse or
child support for children from another relationship, all of the supported
family members will have to share a portion of the BAH-II-rate payments.

When Must A Commander Get Involved? A commander must become
involved in support matters for a number of reasons. The most common
cause occurs when the couple is unable to agree on a proper amount of
financial support and the affected party complains to the command.
Additionally, a commander must take action when notified that a court
order or separation agreement-mandated payment is not being received
or is not being provided in a timely manner. Typically, commanders will
counsel the Soldier who is the subject of the inquiry in writing, but if the
Soldier continues to fail to meet the support requirements, he or she
could face harsher penalties.

May a Soldier Ever be Excused from AR 608-99 Obligations? After getting
approval from a Legal advisor, a commander may decide to assist a
soldier in being excused from support payments. AR 608-99 accepts
numerous reasons for excusal such as: 1) The spouse earns more
income than the Soldier; 2) The Solider was a victim of domestic abuse;
or 3) The Soldier has provided alimony to the spouse for eighteen months
or more (note that this exception pertains to spousal support and not
child support).
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TIPS:

« Remember that AR 608-99 requires support payments to increase after the Soldier
who is providing the support gets a pay raise.

« Keep in mind that payment amounts set by the courts cannot be changed by AR 608-

99, because a judge'’s ruling controls the final support payment amount, not the
military.

Scan the QR codes below with your smartphone to go directly to our websites.

Facebook Page USARJ LAO Website Ice Comment

Army Alimony and Child Support Rules is distributed by the Camp Zama
Legal Assistance Office, located in Building 101, Room CE 209. Our office hours
are 0830 to 1630 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. On Wednesday, our
hours are 0830 to 1200. You may call for an appointment at DSN 263-4698/
commercial 046-407-4698.
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