CAMP ZAMA THROUGH THE YEARS....
Occupation Years (1945~1952)

On September 5, 1945, one battalion of the 1st Cavalry Division of the U.S. Army entered Sobudai
campus and took control of the Academy from the Japanese soldiers guarding it. Shortly thereafter, a
smaller unit replaced the 1st Cavalry and, for a while, the post was named the 4th Replacement
Regiment Depot. Later, the name was changed to Camp Zama, whose main mission, along with
Atsugi Base, was to serve as a stopover for Soldiers awaiting transportation to and from the Far East.
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home to the 4" Replacement Depot.

1945 — The main gate of Camp Zama and
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4t Replacement Depot (part of 8" Army) Military 4" Replacement eo Soldiers walks near the
Police jeep and its occupants. main gate. The sign stands on the rotary.
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Following U.S. Army occupation, the One Academy building was converted into a dining
installation was first known as the facility (mess hall).
4t Replacement Depot.

Sobudai monument was buried by a group of Japanese soldiers at the Academy shortly after Japan’s
surrender to the Allies in August 1945. It remained buried until it was relocated and restored to its
original spot in 1947 on order by Lieutenant General Robert L. Eichelberger, commanding general of
Eighth Army, stationed at Yokohama. Here the monument is laying on its side ready to be re-erected
on its original foundation.



The Imperial Army Academy headqarters building Soldiers gather around the front of what is now
later became headquarters for Camp Zama in the  Gate 2 of the 4" Replacement Depot. The 14"
wake of U.S. Army control. Battalion was on south portion of installation.

Soldiers assemble inside the former A directory sign for the 4" Replacement Depot

Academy grounds following occupation. Headquarters’ sections and units stands on what is now the
main gate rotary with the former Academy auditorium in the
back before a sign went up designating it as the
installation’s theater.
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The Imperial Army Academy auditorium still sports the Japanese Imperial Army star at its peak as
well as the open columns in the front and a walkway on the right side (both later enclosed). This was
renamed the ‘Repple Depple’ (nickname for Replacement Depot) Main Theatre.
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An early and quickly drawn map was given to Soldiers to find their way to different facilities on the
installation.

These pictures were taken in 1951. The left is taken near the Sobudai monument looking north. On
the left side behind the sign stood the former installation headquarters building and now the site of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Japan District. The building in the back right was the first high school
and later replaced by the Community Activities Center. On the right is the Camp Zama theater.
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Military Police gUard platoon pose for a goup photo in front of the former Academy auditorium
converted into the installation’s theater. The officers’ club is barely visible on the hill to the left.
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A truck passes the first Tor|| Ieadlng to Otakebl Shrlne as it rumbles toward the main gate The Torii

marked the entrance to the former shrine area, but was later removed leaving only the shrine’s formal
Torii standing further up the stairs. That one was later replaced with a stone Torii in December 1985
by the association of former cadets.

Two Soldiers walk through the tunnel on Gyoko-dori  Several groups of Soldiers stroll along the
toward the main gate on what is now Highway 51. gravel road toward the main gate on what is
The road above the tunnel has connected south now Friendship Blvd.

and north posts since November 1936.

Camp Zam hedqarters buildi‘ﬁé that i‘i"rst serv 'as the Imperial Army Academy headquarters.
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Soldiers pass some time playing a game of catch Jpanes crew clean ‘ the front gate area.
outside one of the barracks.
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Posing by the 4" Replacement Depot sign.
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Soldiers wait at Sobudai-mae station. Standing guard at the main gate.







