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U.S. ARMY JAPAN — OPERATION TOI\/IODACHI

On March 11, 2011, a devastating magnitude 9.0 earthquake and tsunami struck the northeast coast
of Japan. Within minutes, U.S. Army Japan began humanitarian assistance and disaster relief
operations in support of the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force during OPERATION TOMODACHI,
Japan’s largest-ever bilateral operation.
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Cleanup underway at Sendal International Alrport schools, train stations and throughout the area.
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The U.S. Army Japan Band teamed up with the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Band and played
to the victims as a respite from the disaster.
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USARJ supported the affected people after operations officially ended by providing equipment and
maintenance support to the JGSDF until September 2011.
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Thank you

Although we still have many challenges,
Japan is now on the road to recovery.
Without your help, it would not have been possible.
We will never forget your support.

This year marks the 100 ycar anniversary
of the gift of cherry blossom trees from Japan.
Let us reafhirm our friendship.

Ichiro Fujisaki
Ambassador of Japan
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USARJ CONTRIBUTIONS TO OPERATION TOMODACHI CONTINUE TO BE REMEMBERED

On October 22, 2015, thirteen members of Nihon Josei no Kai (Japan Women's Society) visited Camp
Zama to present U.S. Army Japan with leis made of 1,000 paper cranes. In Japan these leis are referred
to as Senbazuru. The presentation was made by the senior representative, Eiko Araki, to Col. Stephen
J. Grabski, deputy commander, in appreciation for USARJ's participation during Operation Tomodachi.



