Department of the Army
Japan District Veterinary Command
Camp Zama, Japan
APO AP 96343-5005

Pet Requirementsfor Entranceinto Japan

1. Responsibilities: Owers are responsible for the shipnent
of pets arriving, departing and within Japan. Owers are
responsible for all matters associated with travel
arrangenents and shi pping requirenents for their pets.

2. Japanese Ani mal Quarantine Service Regul ations require
that all animals entering Japan be exam ned to determine if
they are free from comuni cabl e di seases. Animals found to
be free fromcomuni cabl e di seases may be rel eased to the
owner’s custody, subject to the restrictions discussed

bel ow

3. Requirenents for Entry:

a. RABIES CERTI FI CATE: (2 copies and original) A rabies
vacci nation certificate nust acconpany the aninmal during
transit. The rabies vaccination nmust be at |east 30 days
old, and within the effective period of the vaccine at the
time of entry into Japan.

To clarify — the rabies shot nust be at |east 31 days old
and less than 1 year old (1 year vaccine) or 3 years old (3
year vaccines) upon arrival.

Bri ngi ng puppies less than 12 weeks old is highly

di scouraged. The puppy will imrediately be put on
guaranti ne and when it reaches 90 days of age, the puppy
will be given a rabies a vaccination and will be kept at
the quarantine facility for 45 nore days.

b. HEALTH CERTI FI CATE: (2 copies and original) A health
certificate nust acconpany the animal during transit. The
veterinarian, who exam nes your pet, issues this. The
health certificate nust be dated within 10 days preceding
the animal’s arrival into Japan. (To clarify — the
certificate is only good for 10 days, so plan accordingly.)

NOTE: Pl acing the above certificates in a zip lock plastic
bag and taping it securely on top of the pet’s cage seens
to work best. These forns nust acconpany the ani mal during
transit. Ensure these forns are conpletely filled out and



it is suggested that you carry in your possessi on one copy
of each certificate.

| MPORTANT: If the rabies and/or health certificate were

obtai ned through a civilian veterinarian, they nust be
endorsed by a field officer, U S. Federal (not state)
Departnent of Agriculture, (USDA). The USDA
veterinarian/officer nust stanp and sign both the rabies
certificate and the health certificate and place his USDA
stanp on each copy. The signature without the stanp is
invalid for entry into Japan (NOTE: A state departnent of
agriculture stanp is not recogni zed by the Governnment of
Japan, (GQJ) authorities.)

Omers are encouraged to use mlitary veterinarians.
Mlitary veterinarians (NAF Veterinarians or Arny
Veterinarians) are recogni zed by the Governnent of Japan as
USDA representatives; therefore, the stanp is not

necessary. Mst states have only one federal USDA office,
so obtain the rabies vaccination and health certificate
through a mlitary veterinarian if possible.

NOTE: The Enbassy in Ronme, Santa Dom ngo, Mam (APO and
Mani | a do not have the required stanp, therefore all pets
comi ng fromthese areas can expect very |engthy quarantine
if the certificates were issued by a civilian Veterinari an.
Pets coming fromthe Philippines nust be revaccinated if a
civilian veterinarian adm ni stered the rabies shot.

c. Oficial Travel O ders: Pet owners nust submt

Oficial Travel Orders to the Aninal Quarantine Service to
veri fy SOFA status.

d. 380 EJ Form"Custons Free Inport or Export of Cargo or
Custons Decl aration of Personal Property": This formis
needed when your pet(s)enters Japan through a civilian
ai rport separately as freight and on a different flight
than you. You can only use this formwi thin 6 nonths of
PCSing to Japan. After 6 nonths you may be required to pay
any custom s duties associated with bringing a pet into
country. You may obtain the form by having your sponsor
take a copy of your orders to the transportation office at
your gai ning command. The base transportation officer wll
sign the appropriate box after verifying your orders.

e. MDJ Form 270: (2 copies) Al SOFA status personnel
entering Japan with a pet are required to conplete a MDJ
270. The MDJ 270 all ows your pet to be released to you for



transportation to your US MIlitary Quarantine Facility.

Pl ease downl oad the formand fill it out before arrival
http://ww. usarj.arny. ml/organi zati on/vet/NMDJ 270. pdf You
are required to submt the formto your US Mlitary
Veterinary Treatnment Facility within 72 hours of entry into
Japan.

f. Pet owners or their authorized representatives should
be prepared to provide the foll ow ng information.

1) Mlitary mailing address

2) Current phone nunber to be reached. Ask your
sponsor for a duty nunber.

3) Conmand i nformati on

4. Al incomng animals nust enter Japan through officially
desi gnated ports.

1) By sea the ports are: Keihin, Nagoya, Osaka,
Kobe, Kannon, and Naha.

2) By air they are: New Tokyo (Narita), Tokyo
(Haneda), Nagoya, GOsaka, Fukuoka, Kagoshima, and Naha.

3) For Mlitary AMC flights, the ports of entry are
Kadena and Yokota Air base.

5. All initial inspections of pets are done by nenbers of

t he Japanese Ani mal Quarantine Services, in accordance with
exi sting Japanese |laws and directives, or by US mlitary
(if entering through Kadena or Yokota.). Strict conpliance
and full cooperation by pet owners are essential.

6. Pets nust be quarantined for a period of 14 days to 180
days upon entry into Japan. Japanese authorities have
granted U. S. Forces personnel the privilege of having their
pet(s)remain in the custody of the owner for a 14 days
"home quarantine" if:

a. The owner is stationed in an area where the pet(s) can
be presented to a U. S. Forces Veterinarian (USFV) for a
final physical exam nation.

b. The pet(s) neets all the requirenents for inportation
to Japan.

7. Cormmon probl ens associated with inporting pets:



a. The nost comon problemis the health certificate
and/ or rabies certificate conpleted by a civilian

veterinari an does not have the rai sed USDA seal
i n a mandat ory quaranti ne period of 30

Failure to

conply will result
to 180 days.
b. It is mandatory that your mlitary veterinarians use

t he DD2208 (rabies certificate) and DD2209 (health
in a mandatory

certificate).

Failure to comply wll

qgquarantine period of 30 to 180 days.

8. Quarantine Facilities:

a. The pet owner
associated with al
t ransportati on procurenent

guar anti ne i nspection at Japanese Ani nal
or facilities of the U S. Arned Forces.

result

is responsible for al

guar anti ne procedures,
actions to and from any
Quar anti ne Service

expenses
to include the

CONTACT PHONE NUMBERS FOR QUARANTINE FACILITY

TEL. NO. COST PER
AREA RESPONSIBLE QUARANTINE FACILITY (DSN) DAY
Cat-12.50
Y okosuka Y okosuka NB (Boarding Kennel) 243-4530 Dog*-

12.50-18.50
Atsug . Cat-10.00
Camp Zama Camp Zama (Boarding Kennel) 263-5915 9*09-15.00
lwakuni Iwakuni MCAS (VTF) 253-3588 gf;fé%z)
Misawa Misawa AFB (VTF) 226-2773 gfé_lfdogo
. Cat-10.00
Sasebo Sasebo NB (Boarding Kennel) 226-2773 Dog-10.00
. Cat-10.00
Y okota Y okota AFB (Boarding K ennel) 225-8906 Dog-12.00

. . Cat-7.50

Okinawa Kadena AB (Boarding Kennel) 632-4062 Dog-10.00

* Additional Charges may apply.
**These prices are current as of 26 Sept 2003. All prices are subject to change. Please contact the facility for exact

prices.

***Some facilities offer group rates and extended boarding discounts. Please contact the facility for these applied

rates.

9. Pet quarantine rei nbursenent

a. Service nembers




1) Mandatory pet quarantine fees incurred by U S.
service nenbers in connection with the mandatory quaranti ne
of a household pet are reinbursable not to exceed $550 per
PCS nove for pets in, or entering into, quarantine on and
after 28 DEC 2001. (Ref. JFTR, par. U5805.)

2) Transportation cost, nedical care, groom ng, and
simlar fees for services that are part of routine pet care
associated with a PCS are not reinbursable. Simlarly,
boardi ng cost incurred after the final rel ease dates from
guaranti ne are not rei nmbursable. For exanple: |If on the day
the attending veterinarian certifies the pet has conpleted
the quarantine period and the service nenber can not take
possession of the pet for any reason (i.e., the service
menber is TDY or pets are not allowed in billeting), the
rei nbursabl e anbunt is set on that date. Al subsequent
boardi ng cost is not reinbursable.

3) Congress limts this benefit to "nmenbers of the
uni formed services."” Unfortunately, cost incurred by
Departnent of the Arny civilian enployees and contractors
are not reinbursabl e.

4) Docunments recommended to submt to finance
i ncl ude:

1. Boarding recei pt for mandatory
guar anti ne dates

2. MDJ Form 270 with entry date and fi nal
rel ease date from quaranti ne

b. DOD civilian enpl oyees

1) Pet quarantine fees and transportation charges
incurred in connection with a PCS are included in the
M scel | aneous Expense Al |l owance (MEA) applicable fixed
amount authorized in JTR par. C9004-A. |1f MEA expenses are
item zed, reinbursenent for those expenses, including pet
quarantine fees and transportation charges, is allowed up
to the applicabl e maxi nrum anount authorized in JTR, par
C9004-B

10. Upon arrival at their assigned duty station:

a. Owmners nust contact the US Arny Veterinary Treatnent
Facility (VTF) located at the installation (see bel ow)
within 72 hours of arrival. The final exam nation nust be
conducted within 72 hours fromthe end of the quarantine
peri od.



Location of U.S. Forces Veterinary Treatment Facilities, (VTF)

| AREA | RESPONSIBLE VTF | DSN TEL . NO.
'Y okosuka 'Y okosuka VTF 242-6820

Atsugi ZamaVTF 263-3875

Camp Zama

lwakuni lwakuni VTF 2534622

Misawa Misawa VTF 226-4502

|Sasebo \Sasebo VTF 252-3449

Y okota Y okota VTF 225-2143

Okinawa Okinawa VTF 634-2140

b. The pet owner is responsible for transporting the
animal to and fromthe VIF and for any expenses incurred.

c. SPECI AL NOTE: The practice of allowing pets to remain
in the custody of their owners during the 14 day "hone
quarantine" is a privilege and is not obligatory upon
Japanese authorities. Therefore, it is inperative that U S
Forces pet owners cooperate and conply fully w th Japanese
Quarantine Laws and mlitary regul ations pertaining to the
requi renents for exam ning or otherw se processing ani mals
for entry into or exit from Japan. Failure to present the
animal to a VIF for the final physical examination is a
serious violation of the Japanese law and may result in a
fine or other punishnment. Failure to conply with the
requi renents for final physical examination will result in
a report of the incident being forwarded to the
i ndi vi dual s conmand.

Addi tional information

OVERVI EW - The Japan District Veterinary Conmand provi des
medi cal care for pets of authorized personnel. The primry
m ssions of the VIF are food inspection and food quality
assurance, public health concerns, veterinary care for
mlitary working dogs and privately owned pets.

AUTHORI ZATI ON FOR SERVI CES - Veterinary services are
aut hori zed for animals owned by persons with DOD nedi cal



care privileges. A valid SOFA-status identification card
is required before services are rendered. Regulations also
mandate that all pets are currently m crochi pped and

vacci nated annual | y agai nst rabies before services are
rendered. This policy will be enforced.

DI SCLAI MER - The Japan Di strict Veterinary Conmand is
authorized to provide care to your privately owned pet(s)
as tine, space, and personnel resources permt. Care for
privately owned animals is just one of many m ssions we
perform therefore, we cannot guarantee that veterinary
services will always be available. You nust be prepared to
seek veterinary care fromlocal civilian veterinarians if
necessary. You may obtain a witten list of | ocal
veterinary clinics fromthe VIF. W reconmend you obtain
this list and becone famliar with clinics in your area
before the need ari ses.

For nore information, please visit our web site at
http://ww, usarj.arny. ml/organi zati on/vet/ zama/ servi ces. htm




