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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS, U.S. ARMY JAPAN/9TH THEATER ARMY AREA COMMAND

UNIT 45005

APO AREA PACIFIC  96343-5005

USARJ Regulation

No. 55-10

  13 June 2000

Transportation and Travel

APPROVAL TO SHIP PRIVATELY OWNED VEHICLES (POVS) TO JAPAN

Supplementation by subordinate commands is prohibited without

prior approval from this headquarters, ATTN:  APAJ-GD-TLD.

1.
PURPOSE.  This regulation provides for standardization of transportation control and procedures pertaining to the shipment of POVs to Japan.

2.
APPLICABILITY.  This regulation applies to United States Army Japan (USARJ)/9th Theater Army Area Command (TAACOM) staff offices, 17th Area Support Group, attached and other units and activities, and all other activities authorized to work on/reside at U.S. Army-owned or -leased installations on Japan.

3.
REFERENCES.  Required and related publications and prescribed and referenced forms are provided in appendix A.

4.
EXPLANATION OF ABBREVIATIONS AND TERMS.  Abbreviations and special terms used in this regulation are explained in the glossary.

5.
POLICY.


a.
Shipment of POVs at Government expense is authorized for personnel assigned to Japan. However, the Government of Japan (GOJ) has established stringent emission control standards for automobiles and trucks.  On I May 1977, the Department of Defense (DOD) imposed an embargo on the shipment of all POVs manufactured after 31 March 1976 to Japan.  This embargo is directly due to the cost of modifying POVs to meet the strict envirom-nental emission standards imposed by the GOJ.  Personnel who want to ship POVs manufactured prior to 31 March 1976 to Japan should contact their sponsor concerning the current cost of insurance, taxes, and registration fees; and the Transportation Staff Officer, Transportation Branch (Br), 

_________
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Transportation and Logistics Division (TLD), Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics (DCSLOG), USARJ/9th TAACOM, for current GOJ vehicle emission standards and inspection/testing requirements.


b.
Oversized vehicles (i.e., special purpose vehicles, campers, motor homes, and recreational vehicles) exceeding 12 meters (m) in length, 2.5 m in width, and 3.8 m in height do not comply with Japanese registration standards.  Modifications, including installed camper shells, cannot exceed 20 metric tons gross vehicle weight, 10 metric tons axle weight, and 5 metric tons wheel weight.


c.
Personnel who want to ship POVs manufactured after 31 March 1976 to Japan may apply for a waiver (see fig 1).  The Chief, TLD, DCSLOG, USARJ/9th TAACOM, will grant waivers to the POV embargo on a case-by-case basis only.  The requester must submit a written request to ship his/her POV(s) to Commander, U.S. Army Japan/9th Theater Army Area Command, Unit 45005, ATTN:  APAJ-GD-TLD, APO Area Pacific  96343-5005.  The request must contain the type, make, and model of the POV(s) and the date (year and month) it was manufactured.  The Transportation Staff Officer, Transportation Br, TLD, DCSLOG, USARJ/9th TAACOM, will respond with all costs associated with shipping POVs to Japan (see fig 2), and ask the requester to certify that he/she can afford these costs.  In addition, requesters must acknowledge their responsibility to properly dispose of the vehicle if it cannot be registered in Japan.  If the requester can afford the costs and is still interested, the DCSLOG will grant the waiver (see fig 3).


d.
People who ship POVs to Japan must fully understand that it is their responsibility to ensure that the POV(s) is properly registered in Japan.  The Transportation Staff Officer, Transportation Br, TLD, DCSLOG, USARJ/9th TAACOM, will inform individuals of the following:



(1)
No Government entitlement exists to return vehicles to the United States until subsequent Permanent Change of Station (PCS) orders are issued or when an early return of family member(s) application is approved.



(2)
Individuals are responsible for all costs associated with required modifications, GOJ vehicle emission standards, and inspection/testing.  The cost can range from $3,000 to $5,000 or more, if major modifications are required.



(3)
If a POV does not meet GOJ standards, the individual is responsible for disposal of the POV and any costs associated with such disposal.  The U.S. Army will not store vehicles at the water port or on U.S. military installations if the vehicle can not pass Japanese inspection requirements.
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(4)
The Japanese inspection procedures are extensive.  All required documents that must be completed are in Japanese. The exhaust emission inspection/testing is performed by Japanese personnel, which may require an interpreter/translator.



(5)
There are inherent safety risks when operating a left-hand-drive vehicle on right-hand-drive roadways in Japan.



(6)
There is no high-octane gasoline available on base.  Diesel fuel is not available on all military bases.



(7)
Vehicle maintenance and repair part costs are high.


e.
The embargo on POVs does not prohibit shipment of motorcycles/mopeds.



(1)
Shipping a motorcycle or moped to Japan does not require a waiver.  However, owners must register all motorcycles and mopeds, regardless of size, in Japan.



(2)
In accordance with Japanese customs requirements, all motorcycles and mopeds that are shipped as household goods (HHG) must be properly inventoried.  The inventory and shipping documents must note the make, model, chassis number, and engine size.  Motorcycles may also be shipped as POVs.



(3)
For motorcycles that are shipped as HHG to Japan, the origin Installation Transportation Office must identify the inclusion of a motorcycle with make, model, chassis number, and engine size in block 27 of the Personal Property Government Bill of Lading and as trailer card data on applicable Transportation Control Movement Documents.  Personal property carriers must show the same information on the inventory.
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SUBJECT:  Waiver Approval to Ship Privately Owned Vehicles (POVs)

1.
Purpose.  To ensure that individuals are aware of the potential costs associated with shipping a POV to Japan, and that they acknowledge their responsibility for all charges associated with registration and/or disposal of the POV.

2.
Reference.  United States Army Japan Regulation 55-10, 13 June 2000, Approval to Ship Privately Owned Vehicles (POVs) to Japan.

3.
Shipping a POV to Japan can be very expensive and the inspection procedures may be considered cumbersome and frustrating.  On 1 May 1977, the Department of Defense imposed an embargo on the shipment of all POVs manufactured after 31 March 1976 to Japan.  This embargo is due directly to the cost involved in modifying POVs to meet the strict environmental safety emission standards imposed by the Government of Japan (GOJ).

4.
To assist in your decision process, the following information concerning registration of POVs in Japan is provided:


a.
No Government entitlement exists to return vehicles to the United States until subsequent Permanent Change of Station (PCS) orders are issued or when an early return of family mem-ber(s) application is approved.


b.
Individuals are responsible for all costs associated with required modifications, GOJ vehicle emission standards, and inspection/testing.  The cost can range from $3,000 to $5,000 or more, if major modifications are required (see encl).


c.
If a POV does not meet GOJ standards, the individual is responsible for disposal of the POV and any costs associated with such disposal.  The U.S. Army will not store vehicles at the water port or on U.S. military installations if the POV can not pass Japanese inspection requirements.


d.
The Japanese inspection procedures are extensive.  All required documents that must be completed are in Japanese.  The exhaust emission inspection/testing is performed by Japanese personnel, which may require an interpreter/translator.


e.
There are inherent safety risks when operating a left-hand-drive POV on right-hand-drive roadways in Japan.

Figure 1.  Sample POV waiver request
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f.
High-octane gasoline is not available on base.  Not all bases have diesel fuel.


g.
Vehicle maintenance and repair part costs are high.

5.
I __________________ am aware of the requirements and expenses associated with

             (Name of Requester) 

ensuring that my _____________________________ is modified to meet GOJ standards for 




              (Year, Make, and Model of POV)

registration in Japan.   I understand that it is my responsibility to properly dispose of the POV should I be unable to register the POV in Japan.

6.
Effective Date:  __________________.

7.
The point of contact is _________________________ at _______________.





(Name of Requester) 
(Telephone)

______________________________________
__________________________________________
SIGNATURE BLOCK

(Signature of Requester)
(RANK, BRANCH OF SERVICE) 
Date
chief, transportation AND

      LOGISTICS division
Encl

Current Required Modifications/Costs List

Figure 1.  Sample POV waiver request-Continued
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CURRENT REQUIRED MODIFICATIONS/COST/REQUIREMENTS

1.
Replace headlights with ones that provide for the low beam to reflect to the left side of the road.

2.
Front and rear turn signal lights/lens must be amber colored.

3.
Exterior-mounted rear view mirrors mounted on doors or fenders must be folding/break-away type.

4.
Ornament(s) mounted or protruding from the top of and near the front of the hood must be folding/break-away type.

5.
Emission control test/inspection:  ¥191,100 (Equiv $1,942).

6.
Heat sensor and warning light for exhaust system:  ¥35,000 (Equiv $343).

7.
Car distributors (w/point only):  ¥86,100 (Equiv $844).

8.
Road tax:  ¥19,500 (Equiv $191).

9.
Registration:  ¥4,900 ( Equiv $48).

10.
Weight tax:  ¥1,600 (Equiv $16).

11.
Japanese Compulsory Insurance:  ¥39,450 (Equiv $386).

12.
Liability Insurance:  ¥27,680 (Equiv $271).


GRAND TOTAL:  ¥406,330 (Equiv $3,983).

(Note:  The estimated cost listed above is subject to change without notice and is converted by using an exchange rate of ¥102 to the U.S. $1.00.)

Encl

Figure 2.  Modifications/Costs Requirements list
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, U.S. ARMY JAPAN/9TH THEATER ARMY AREA COMMAND

UNIT 45005

APO AREA PACIFIC  96343-5005


                                                       REPLY TO


                                                       ATTENTION OF:
APAJ-GD-TLD  (55-355)
Date

MEMORANDUM FOR ___________________________________________________









Name of Requester

SUBJECT:  Approval to Ship Privately Owned Vehicles (POVs) to Japan

1.
Permission is granted to ____________________________________________ to ship a









 Name of Requester

___________________________________________________________________ to Japan.








Year, Make, and Model of POV

2.
No Government entitlement exists to return vehicles to the United States until subsequent Permanent Change Station orders are issued or when an early return of family member(s) application is approved.

3.
Individuals are responsible for all costs associated with required modifications, Government of Japan vehicle emission standards, and inspection/testing.  The cost can range from $3,000 to $5,000 or more, if major modifications are required.

4.
The point of contact for this action is (Transportation Staff Officer) at Defense Switched Network 263-3871/7141.





SIGNATURE BLOCK





(RANK, BRANCH OF SERVICE)





Chief, Transportation and Logistics Division

Figure 3.  Sample POV Waiver Approval
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APPENDIX A

REFERENCES

Section I.  Required Publications.

This section contains no entries.

Section II.  Related Publications.

A related publication is merely a source of additional information.  The user does not have to read it to understand this regulation.

Personnel Property Consignment Instruction Guide, Worldwide Volume II--Overseas,

31 December 1995

Joint Federal Travel Regulations (JFTR) Volume 1, 1 July 1986, The Joint Federal Travel Regulations--Uniformed Service Members

Joint Travel Regulation (JTR) Volume II, 1 July 1965, Department of Defense Civilian Personnel

Section III.  Prescribed Forms.

This section contains no entries.

Section IV.  Referenced Forms.

This section contains no entries.

A-0

USARJ Reg 55-10

GLOSSARY

Section I.  Abbreviations.

APO
Army Post Office

Br
Branch

DCSLOG
Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics

DOD
Department of Defense

Fig
figure

HHG
household goods

PCS
permanent change of station

POV
privately owned vehicle

Reg
Regulation

TAACOM
Theater Army Area Command

U.S.
United States

USARJ
United States Army Japan

Section II.  Terms.

This sections contains no entries.

Section III.  Special Abbreviations.

This regulation uses the following abbreviations, brevity codes, and acronyms not contained in Army Regulation 310-50, 15 November 1985, Authorized Abbreviations, Brevity Codes, and Acronyms.

GOJ
Government of Japan

i.e.
that is

m
meter(s)

TLD
Transportation and Logistics Division

Glossary-1
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(APAJ-GD-TLD)

FOR THE COMMANDER:

OFFICIAL:

DALE E. ROTH





Colonel, GS





Chief of Staff

      SIGNED

TED TAKASUMI

Chief, Administrative Services Division

DISTRIBUTION:

A (less 10th ASG)

B

